
   

We are considering Jesusó invitation to follow him, particularly as found in the Gospel 
of Mark. Jesus calls us to leave behind much of what we have known and accepted in 
order to join him in a journey that continues through every stage of our lives. The invi-
tation is offered to us not only at the start of the life of faith. It is an offer that is extend-
ed to us again and again. The inspiration and materials for this series come from 
www.umcdiscipleship.org. You can find the previous sermon on the series at 
www.calvaryumc.org. 

 
Feb. 7     Sermon Title: She Began to Serve 

I Corinthians 9:16-29 

Mark 1:29-39   

  

Feb. 14          Transfiguration Sunday. Valentineós Day, Presidentós Day Weekend  

Sermon Title: But Only Jesus 

          Mark 9:2-9   

Worship this month 

We continue with the worship series we began on January 10 called ðFollow Meñ. 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org
http://www.calvaryumc.org


 н 

The season of Lent begins this year on February 17.  Lent is a period of preparation, 
of fasting and self-denial, of repentance and confession, of putting our spiritual house 
in order. We go through all of this so that we can be ready for Easter. Lent is about 
embracing the Resurrected One with a whole and longing heart. It involves putting 
some things away so that we can fully claim all that God offers. Our worship series is 
called ðRend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promiseñ 
 

Feb 17          Ash Wednesday (virtual service only) 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Sermon Title: Yet Even Now   
 

Feb. 21          First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Sermon Title: This Is the Sign  
 

Feb 28          Lent 2.  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Sermon Title: Walk Before Me  

       

We will continue to hold worship services both in the sanctuary as well as virtually for 
the foreseeable future.  
 

-Pastor Steve Larsen 



 о 

Last year, I just came back from maternity leave for the beginning of Lent. Speaking 
of being in a kind of spiritual wilderness seemed incongruous when I was enjoying 
our much-wanted child (mostly, of course: the middle-of-the-night feedings were not 
as fun). But quickly the season changed--- for all of us. This year, we are all still 
plunged in a strange wilderness season. Help is on the way--- indeed many in our 
congregation and community have already received the vaccine. The journey re-
mains a long one, just the same. So we face Lent of 2021 glimpsing the promise of 
resurrection in a way we may not have before, which also means perhaps we can 
face this remaining  wilderness with renewed strength.  
 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus begins his public ministry with these words: "The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news" (Mark 1:15). Whenever Jesus talks about the kingdom of God coming near, 
we nod like we understand, but we don't. At least I don't. How can the kingdom of 
God have come near then when in the last 2,000 years since--- heck in just this last 
year alone--- it seems farther away than ever?! These days are wilderness days, 
filled with chaos, uncertainty, violence, and the glimmers of hope we do have certain-
ly seem a far cry from the full-fledged kingdom of God! But that's just it. The kingdom 
of God has come near, Jesus told us. It touches this wilderness road, so that we can 
see it in glimpses all the time. If we are looking. And if we take the time to not just be-
lieve the good news, but to embody that good news ourselves. That's why we should 
take up renewed strength in this time. For our belief and our living of the good news 
of the nearness of God. May it be so for me and for you. 

 

-Pastor Shannon 

Star of the 

Season!! 
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Wesleyan Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 16 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall. 

ðHope to see everyone thereñ 

Lenten Study 

Plans are still in process for a Lenten Study that will provide opportunities for conver-
sation, prayer and learning together on Wednesday evenings, February 24 through 
March 24. We are looking at ways to provide the study that will use different plat-
forms. We will provide a video that can be viewed on both YouTube and Facebook.  
For those wish to have conversation with others as part of the study, we will set up a 
Zoom meeting that will allow us to complete the study together in real time.  
 

The theme, format and times have not yet been set. Watch email and the church web-
site for details as they become available. We will also be sending materials to each 
household that will allow people to be part of the study even if they are not able to use 
the technology and social media.  

Everyone 

needs a little 

more of Zeke!! 


