
Preparing Our Homes and Hearts 
 

Friends, 
 

December has always held a certain holiness for me. Growing up in Germany, the rhythms of 

the season were steady and sacred: St. Nicholas arriving on December 6th with simple gifts of 

fruit and chocolate, the Christkind (Christ Child) bringing light on Christmas Eve, and after-

ward, the quiet blessing of the Twelve Days of Christmas, a sacred pause when the world 

slowed down and hearts could rest. 
 

Those old European traditions still shape the instincts of my spirit: Advent is not a countdown 

to chaos; it is a season of preparing our homes and our hearts to welcome the Christ Child. 
 
 

This year at Calvary, our Advent journey is shaped by the theme “The Gifts Beneath the Lists 

Where our true longing meets God’s gifts.”   Because, advent, at its heart, asks us to look be-

neath everything that fills our calendars and crowds our minds, and to rediscover the gifts God 

has already placed within our reach. Isaiah 55:2–3 calls to us: “Why spend your labor on what 

does not satisfy? Listen, so that you may live.” And so, each week of Advent invites us deeper, 

not into hurry, but into holiness. 
 

Hope - The Christmas Gift of Courage (Advent 1) 

Mary begins the story with fear, questions, uncertainty, just as many of us do. But into that 

fear, God speaks hope. Not the hope of wishful thinking, but the hope that steadies our wait-

ing and gives us courage to say, “Here am I; send me.” This week reminds us that hope is the 

first gift beneath the lists, the gift that changes how we wait. 
 

Peace - The Christmas Gift of Freedom (Advent 2) 

John the Baptist wasn’t looking for platitudes; he wanted to know if Jesus was truly the One. 

And Jesus answers: “The blind see. The lame walk. The oppressed are set free.” Peace isn’t the 

absence of struggle; it is the freedom Christ brings, the freedom from fear, shame, and the walls 

we build around our hearts. It is a gift we receive, but also a gift we give. 
 

Joy - The Christmas Gift of Christ Among Us (Advent 3) 

The shepherds leave the manger “glorifying and praising God,” not because their circumstances 

changed, but because Christ came near. Joy is not fragile. Joy does not depend on perfection. 

Joy is the steady pulse of God-with-us, in barns, in fields, in hospitals, in homes full of dishes 

and laundry, in lives that can be chaotic and beautiful at once. This joy is the gift beneath all 

our striving.              Article Continues on page 2 
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                     Article Continued from page 1 

Love - The Christmas Gift of Salvation (Advent 4) 

Jesus is born into a world unprepared, overwhelmed, and overcrowded, and that is the mira-

cle. Love arrives even when life is messy. Love takes on flesh even when there is “no room in 

the inn.” 
 

God’s salvation steps into the world exactly as it is and transforms it. This final gift is the one 

that brings all the others to life. 
 

As we move through this season, with an Advent Tea, a parade, Christmas Pageant, concerts, 

missions, worship, and all the beautiful work of our community, I invite you to honor the old 

rhythms of Advent:  
 

Light the candles. 

Pause in the evening stillness. 

Breathe in the scent of pine. 

Make space for simplicity. 

Prepare your home as a place where Christ would be welcomed. 

Prepare your heart in the same way. 
 

And when Christmas Eve comes, may you receive the Gift beneath every list, every tradition, 

every longing: 
 

Christ is coming. 

Christ is here. 

Christ is born for you. 
 

What a gift it is to walk this holy season with you. 
 

Blessings for a meaningful, hope-filled Advent, 

Dr. Hutton 



A Christmas Eve Invitation from Rev. Dr. Beth Hutton 

 

Dear friends, 

 

As I prepare to celebrate my very first Christmas season here at Calvary, my heart is full. What 

a blessing it has been to join this community, its history, its faith, its music, its generosity, and 

its deep love for Christ and neighbor. And now, we come to the most beautiful night of the 

year: Christmas Eve. 

 

I would be honored to celebrate this holy night with you and your family. Whether you’ve 

been part of Calvary for decades or you are new to our church (as I am!), Christmas Eve is the 

perfect time to gather, to welcome the Christ Child, and to let the light of hope fill our hearts 

again. 

 

Please join us for one of our Christmas Eve services: 

 

5:00 p.m. – Family Candlelight Service - A joyful, kid-friendly worship experience 

Children’s Music, Live Nativity, Candlelight for all ages 

 

7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. – Traditional Lessons & Carols with Candlelight & Communion 

 

All our services are designed to be beautiful, reverent, possibly a little chaos, but celebrations 

nonetheless of Christ’s birth. 

 

Calvary United Methodist Church 

131 W. Second Street, Frederick 

Corner of Bentz & West Second Streets 

 

My prayer this year is simple: That you will feel the warmth of Christ’s love, the peace of His 

presence, and the joy of gathering as a community of faith. No matter where you find yourself 

this season, busy, tired, hopeful, grieving, joyful, searching, doubting, there is a place for you 

here. Bring your family, invite a friend, or simply come as you are. 

 

I cannot wait to share this Christmas Eve with you. 

 

With hope, joy, and deep gratitude, 

Rev. Dr. Beth Hutton 





           

 Greetings from Calvary Weekday School! 

 We are happy to announce we were re-published as a MD 

Excels Level 5 for the 2025-2026 school year. MD Excels is the state’s quality   

rating and improvement system for licensed child care. Level 5 is the highest 

level of achievement that exceeds beyond state licensing requirements. Bravo 

to the staff for receiving this recognition!  

 We will continue to collect hats, gloves, and mittens for the Homeless 

Shelter until the end of the month. 

        This month registration for the 2026-2027 school year begins.  Registration 

will take place December 15-19 for current families and church members.     

Interested families should email Olivia at calvaryweek-

dayschool@calvaryweekdayschool.com or call the office 301-662-6783. On 

these days, Olivia will be in the elevator door entrance during drop-off at 9:00 

am and during dismissal at 11:30 am to register classes on the following days.  
 

Dec 15- Registration for Kindergarten 

Dec 16 & 17 Registration for 5 day 4’s, MTTH 4’s 

Dec 18 & 19 Registration for MWF 3’s & MTTH 3’s or any currently enrolled or 

church members who missed registration 

Jan 5 & 6 Registration for alumni 

Jan 7-9 – Registration for the waiting list  

Jan 12 – Registration opens to the general public 

 

 I can’t believe it is already December. The Staff and I would like to wish you 

and your family a peaceful, healthy, and joyful holiday season. 

                                   See you in 2026! 

                                                                                Patty Lockard, Director 
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“Peace on earth” … 

… heralded by angels to the lowly shepherds that night long ago, proclaiming God’s gift of 

Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, to the troubled world (Lk 2:14).  The peace Jesus was to 

introduce was not that of passively accepting the status quo of human society. Rather, in 

the context of the world into which he was born, dominated by violence and injustice      

under rule of the Roman Empire and others with authority, Jesus’ peace referred to God’s 

reign, a spiritual kingdom with earthly consequences of love, justice, and mercy.  
 

Sadly, two millennia later, the world and, yes, even our country, is troubled by  injustices 

inflicted by those in power; violence and other hateful behaviors; poverty, greed, and      

prejudice; and even a disregard for God’s creation of our natural environment. It is to these 

very issues that the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church (UMC) are addressed. 

As Jesus spoke truth to power during his earthly ministry, through his Spirit, teachings, 

and example, we are called and enabled to do the same today, as reflected in the prophetic 

ministry of our UMC General Board of Church and Society (GBCS). 
 

In October, GBCS General Secretary Bishop Julius Trimble wrote:  

… “I believe we are in a critical spiritual season where we could benefit from some “extra  

Jesus.” The Jesus who was unambiguous about rejecting violence, loving your neighbors 

and enemies, doing good and embracing the work of peacemaking. The Jesus who            

promoted the mending of broken relationships, and adherence to the two greatest           

commandments which were not to be separated or segregated: Love of God with all of your 

heart and love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus’ promotion of the ethic of love was not at the 

expense of ignoring injustice or passive resignation in the face of humanitarian crises in 

need of faithful response. … Love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously.”  

This Christmastide, as we renew in our hearts the birth and meaning of Jesus, I pray that 

each of us at Calvary reflect on how we as individuals or as a community of Jesus’ disciples 

might serve additionally in the year ahead as an “extra Jesus” in the troubled world about 

us, speaking up for justice, showing mercy for those in need, and in so doing walking    

humbly with God. 
 

Paul D. Nelson, Church & Society Ministries 



Children’s Ministry News 

Christmas Pageant Weekend – December 12, 13 & 14  

 

Calvary will be participating in Frederick’s Kris Kringle Procession on Friday, December 

12.  Line-up begins at 5:30 pm on South Carroll Street between East Patrick and East All 

Saints Street and ending at Calvary where we will enjoy cookies and hot cocoa in the Parish 

Hall!  We will need children and adults to help us sing Christmas carols and to participate 

in our mini Nativity Scene float, complete with Mary, Joseph, the angels and stable animals! 

Walking musicians are welcome and encouraged as well!  

Please contact AmyStone@calvaryumc.org for questions or to sign up, or visit https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0949ACAD2FABFBC61-52220851-christmas .  

Please watch the Weekly E-news and the Sunday Bulletin for our exact line-up number on 

South Carroll Street and look for our banner and float!   

Members of ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!  
 

               Calvary’s Annual  

     Children’s Christmas Pageant! 
 

                 Pageant Dress Rehearsal 

 Saturday, December 13, 10:00 am – 11:30 am  

(Participants will put on costumes in the Education Building at 10:00 and walk over to the 

Parish Hall as a group).  

 
Calvary’s Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant  

Sunday, December 14 at 8:45 am in the Parish Hall!  

(Participants will put on costumes in the Education Building at 8:20 and walk over to the 

Parish Hall as a group).  

 
We invite EVERYONE to join us as Calvary’s Children act out the traditional story of Jesus’ 

birth at 8:45* am on Sunday, December 14!  *Please note the earlier start time! 

It’s not too late to take part in Calvary’s Annual Children’s Pageant!  Contact 

AmyStone@calvaryumc.org for more information! 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24 at 5:00 pm for a No-Rehearsal         
Nativity Service!  Children will take part in acting out the story of Jesus’ Birth.  Costumes 
will be provided! 

mailto:AmyStone@calvaryumc.org
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Veggie Tale Movie Night is happening on Friday, January 16 from 6:00 – 7:15 pm in the 

Activities Room of the Education Building.  Join us for pizza, a movie, discussion, a craft and 

more!  Wear your pajamas and bring a pillow and blanket if you’d like!  Please register by 

contacting AmyStone@calvaryumc.org.   

Mission Possible Kids is for kids in Kindergarten through 5th Grade who want to help others 
and make a difference in the world!  Mission Possible Kids will not meet in December, but 
next month, MPK will meet on Sunday, January 25 from 5:30 – 7:00 pm in the Activities 
Room of the Education Building to assemble LOVE BAGS!  Join us!  J Please contact 
AmyStone@calvaryumc.org for more information and to order a Mission Possible Kids t-shirt.   

Children’s Sunday School is for children in Preschool – 5th Grade.  We meet every Sunday at 
9:00 am in the Activities Room of the Education Building for Bible Learning, songs, games, crafts 
and more! Please fill out a registration card when you arrive!  Visitors are always welcome!  

Children’s Ministry News 

Come enjoy the beginning of the Advent season at 2 p.m. on Saturday, December 6. Share tea, 
cookies, and cakes, and join in singing hymns with the Calvary Women. If interested in         
attending, please contact church office at 301-662-1464. All Are Welcome! 
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Reconciling Ministries Vote – December 7-14 
 

Dear Calvary Family, 

As we enter the final stage of our discernment process regarding becoming a Reconciling  Congrega-

tion, I want to share the details of our voting process clearly and transparently. My hope is that every 

eligible member of our Calvary family feels confident, prepared, and prayerful as we approach this 

important decision together. 

 

Who Will Receive a Ballot 

All professing members of Calvary United Methodist Church will receive a ballot. In addition, or-

dained clergy connected to Calvary and preparatory members, the children and youth in profess-

ing-member households who are preparing for confirmation, will also receive a ballot. Each  ballot 

will be placed in an envelope labeled with the name of the voting member to ensure accurate and 

responsible distribution. 

 

Ballots Will Be Anonymous 

While the envelope will carry your name for distribution purposes, your completed ballot will be 

completely anonymous. Ballots will be separated from their labeled envelopes before counting, 

ensuring full confidentiality in how each person votes. 

 

When and How to Cast Your Ballot 

 

Ballots may be cast in the Parish Hall during these times: 

 Sunday, December 7 — before and after worship 

 Sunday, December 14 — before and after worship 
 

For those unable to participate on either Sunday: 

 Ballots will be available in the church office Monday through Friday of that week,  

       from 9:00  a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 During these weekday hours, you may: 

 Stop by the office in person to cast your ballot, or 

 Call the church office (301-662-1464) and cast your ballot over the phone with a member of the 
office staff, who will complete your ballot on your behalf and place it anonymously with the oth-
ers. 

 

To ensure transparency and impartiality, all ballots will be counted by our Finance Team, who regu-

larly handle confidential materials and are not part of the Reconciling leadership group. 

 

 



What We Are Voting On 

 

At the heart of this vote is one meaningful question: 

 

Will Calvary UMC become a Reconciling Congregation, publicly affirming that LGBTQIA+ 

individuals are welcomed, affirmed, and loved as beloved children of God? 

As part of joining the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), we will adopt the RMN           

foundational statement, which expresses a commitment to welcome, justice, and solidarity 

with all God’s people. This full statement will be printed on every ballot. 

 

Introducing the Sample Ballot 

To help you prepare, a sample ballot is included on the following page. These options reflect 

the range of places where our members may sincerely find themselves fully aligned,           

opposed, or supportive of Calvary’s direction even while personally discerning. I am deeply 

grateful for the many opportunities to speak with members during our listening sessions and 

individual conversations in recent months. Your honesty and trust have helped us craft a   

ballot and a process that reflects the many perspectives within our church family. 

 

As We Move Forward 

This vote is not about perfect words; it is about our shared commitment to becoming a safer, 

more loving, and more affirming place for all of God’s children, especially members of the 

LGBTQIA+ community who have experienced harm or exclusion within the wider Church. 

 

Thank you for the prayerful, gracious, and thoughtful ways you are engaging in this season of 

discernment. I am grateful for each of you, and I remain committed to walking this journey 

together, with grace, compassion, and Christ’s love at the very center. 

 

With hope and peace, 

Dr. Hutton 





Angel Tree 

The Calvary Angel tree will once again grace Parrish Hall with the goal of  providing 
Christmas for others in our community. For the past 25 years, Sheila Howard has led a 
group of  Calvary women in organizing this outreach program. She has decided to step 
away from this service project to focus on the Sleep in Heavenly Peace partnership.  Alt-
hough her organizational skills could never be duplicated nor could her shoes be filled, we 
will certainly try to continue with the program we love so much.  Thank you Sheila for your 
service and leadership. 
 

The Angel tree will be set up after the Holiday Bazaar and will be covered with ornaments... 
Each of  the children’s ornaments contain toys from their Christmas wish list, clothing 
needs of  the children and grocery store gift cards for their Christmas dinner.  
 

Participation is easy and instructions are included on the back of  each ornament.             
Remember to sign out the ornaments you select in the white ring binder.  All gifts need to 
be returned to the tree no later than Sunday Dec. 7 we have sorting, packing, and tagging 
that has to be done before they can be delivered, and it is very time consuming.  
 

If  you choose to purchase a clothing item, it is very helpful if  you include a gift receipt in 
the package.  This helps to make exchanges easier for the family in case they need a           
different size. 
 

We will be collecting gift cards (Target, Walmart, Kohls, Grocery Stores) and cash           
donations for those who are uncomfortable shopping.  There is a box near the tree that you 
may drop your cash donations and gift cards in.  
 

Please make checks out to Calvary United Methodist Church and reference “Angel Tree”. 

Questions, please contact: Julie Schwarzenberg at 240-626-7666 

Youth Ministries December Schedule 

December 7 and 21 Sunday School in the Education Building 9 a.m. 

Youth Group 

December 7  Christmas Cookies for Bake-A-Batch 

December 14  Trip to Blessings in a Backpack 

December 21  Christmas Party 

Questions: Email Miss Jenn at calvaryyouth@calvaryumc.org  



Attention all bakers…  

a favorite Calvary event is just around the corner..  
 

BAKE A BATCH  cookie event for Jenn Esler.  Jenn is a Calvary 

member and served as the Nursery Director before being           

diagnosed with a brain tumor years ago.  Following surgery, she 

had extensive rehabilitation to improve her quality of  

life.   Proceeds from Bake A Batch serve to help Jenn in her rehab 

and to remind her that she is not forgotten by her Calvary family.  

 

All cookie donations can be dropped off  in the kitchen or church office on  

Friday, Dec. 12th or Saturday, Dec. 13th by 9:30AM. 

Cookie trays will be available for purchase Sunday, Dec. 14th.  

 

Baking Cookies is a great activity to do with your children or grandchildren and for a great 

cause. All homemade cookies whether family favorites or holiday classics are welcomed.   

So get those mixers moving!!!    

Sunday, November 9, Calvary welcomed new members to our church family.   

New Members 

Shannon Ingram, Richard Torian, Jeffrey Baggett, Sally Lingston, Niki Milor and children Jacob and Em Milor, 

Dr. John Ewald, Marcella Dyer, Carynne and Michael and Riley Jarrell, Brody, Mariah and Parker Williams, Pe-

ter Duthoy, Lauren Olson, Amanda and Steve Lozinski and children Christian, Briella, Josephine Lozinski,  Jus-

tin Perryman and children Reed and Avery Perryman,  Jay and Pam Pittman. 
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December Birthdays 

1, David Ayersman, David Blackledge, James Gibson, Amy Jones, Dennis Smith 

2, Chuck Engler, Rebecca Forsythe, Jay Pittman, 3, Daniel Heineman 

4, Maren Lyon, Morgann Lyon, 5, Linda Watson-Higgins, 6, Charlotte Auth, Nathan Ellington 

7, Jim Hamilton, Christine Willard, 8, Carroll Kehne, Chad Ritterbusch, 

9, David Fish, Harper McCarthy, Riley Stone, Joe Ward 

10, Yvonne Eicholtz, Penny Knapp, Taylor Matsler, Nick Schwarzenberg, Paulette Shockey-Petrucci 

11, Preston Kinsey, Linda Reed, 12, Sandy Chaney, Audra Chewning, Curtis Fox 

13, Elizabeth Anderson, Janney Marshall, Martin Rowley 

14, Sophia Bostian, Amanda Lee, Layton Rowley, Julie Wilson,  

15, Makayla Sawyer, Thomas Shoemaker 

16, Monica Pearce, 17, Robin Duggan, Amanda Stone, Shane Wickline, 

18, Noah Benton, Brett Chaney 

19, Sarah Gray, Robert Sharpe, 20, Jim Dobbs, 21, Paul Maubert, Taylor Rosen, Kristin Wise 

22, Donna Bruchey, Abigail Colby, Bonnie Duggan, 23, Holly Martz, Lydia Van Sant 

25, Bob Jacobs 

26, Eden Kelly, Michelle Matsler, Wilhemina Winkler, 27, Kaitlin Herber, Gabriella Lee 

28, Brent Moyer, Cora Vinar, Betty Waltz, 29, Laurali Gough, 

30, Art Fennington, Danielle Johnikin, David Lopez, 31,  Madison Riegel, Jack Willard 

 

December Anniversaries 

Mike and Becky Isaacs December 4  Bill and Georgia Riggleman December 19 

Edwin and Jennifer Kinsey December 5  Jeff and Suzanne Rosen December 29 

Howard and Nancy Strine December 10  Steven and Christy Mossburg December 31 

Tom and Susan Burall December 12  Ethan and Abbie Mueller December 31 



December 2025 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 1 

5 p.m. 

Outreach & 

Mission 

2 

10 a.m.  

Bible Study 

1:30 p.m. UMF Ex. 

Comm. 

6:30 p.m. Handbells 

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary  

3 

8:30 a.m. 

Calvary Blood 

Drive 

6 p.m. Men’s   

Bible Study 

 

4 

 

5 6 

2 p.m. 

Advent 

Tea 

7 

9 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Prayer 

Shawl 

5:30 p.m. Youth 

Group 

8 

5:30 p.m. 

SHP Team 

Meeting 

9 

10 a.m. Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. Handbells 

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

10 

6 p.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 

11 12 

5:30 p.m. 

Kris Kringle 

Procession 

13 

7:30 a.m. Men’s  

Breakfast 

10 a.m. 

 Children’s   Pageant        

Rehearsal  

9:3 0 a.m. Bake A Batch 

14 

8:45  a.m. Children’s 

Christmas Pageant 

10 a.m. Worship 

5:30 p.m. Youth 

Group 

15 16 

10 a.m. Bible Study 

1:30 p.m. Wesleyan 

Circle 

6:30 p.m. Handbells 

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

17 

6 p.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 

18 19 20 

21 

9 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Worship 

5:30 p.m. Youth 

Group 

22 23 

10 a.m. Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. Handbells 

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

24 

5 p.m. Service 

7 p.m. Service 

9 p.m. Service 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

26 

Church Office 

Closed 

27 

28 

10 a.m. Worship 

29 30 31 

New Year’s 

Eve 
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Calvary United Methodist Church seeks and invites all to become disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of our community and our world.    
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